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Eyes  for  the  Blind 

Wv  AT  A  busy  corner  in  a  large  city  two  women  saw  a 
man  with  a  beautiful  shepherd  dog  on  leash  stop  at 
the  curb  for  a  moment,  then  quickly  thread  his  way 
across  through  the  tangle  of  traffic.  “That  must  be  a 
valuable  dog,"  said  one  of  the  women.  “See  how  care¬ 
fully  the  man  takes  care  of  her.”  The  other  woman 
smiled  and  said,  “A  valuable  dog,  yes.  But  it  is  she 
who  is  taking  care  of  the  man.  Look  closely  and  you 
will  see  that  he  is  blind.” 

That  was  one  of  the  nearly  two  hundred  educated 
dogs  who  are  guiding  blind  people  in  various  parts  of 
America.  If  you  have  been  so  lucky  as  to  see  one  of 
these  dogs  at  work,  you  may  have  seen  her  do  such 
amazing  feats  as  estimating  the  height  of  an  awning  and 
leading  her  master  around  it  if  he  was  too  tall  to  go 
under  it;  stopping  before  a  hole  in  the  street  and  refus¬ 
ing  to  let  him  step  into  it;  or  pulling  him  aside  so  that 
he  would  roj:  bump  into  another  pedestrian. 

A  blind  person  is  often  harrowed  by  loneliness  and 
hopelessness.  Frequently  he  develops  imaginary  fears 
which  cause  him  to  lose  will  power.  Given  a  dog  to 
guide  him,  the  blind  man  almost  always  loses  his 
fears,  escapes  from  loneliness  and  may  even  become 
self-supporting  as  well  as  spiritually  self-sustaining. 

Not  every  blind  person  can  use  a  dog.  Some  do  not 
get  along  well  with  animals,  and  some  are  too  young  or 
too  old.  It  is  also  true  that  not  every  dog  can  guide  the 
blind.  The  dog  must  not  only  be  of  a  certain  breed  but 
must  also  be  of  the  right  temperament,  for  there  are 
lazy,  stubborn  or  erratic  characters  among  dogs  just  as 
there  are  among  humans.  Then  it  takes  three  months  to 
train  the  dog  for  guiding,  and  usually  a  month  to  fit 
the  blind  person  to  use  the  dog.  It  is  estimated  that 
there  are  about  ten  thousand  blind  persons  in  this  coun¬ 
try  who  could  be  helped  by  having  dog  guides,  and 
nearly  a  thousand  who  have  actually  applied  for  them 
but  can’t  have  them  yet. 

Many  people  have  given  generous  support  to  the  or¬ 
ganization  which  trains  the  dogs,  but  more  monev  is 
needed  to  enable  more  to  be  trained.  You  can  become 
a  member  and  take  part  in  this  splendid  work  by  send¬ 
ing  as  little  as  a  dollar,  and  as  much  more  as  you  can 
afford,  to  The  Seeing  Eye,  Morristown,  New  Jersey. 

The  Junior  League 

LX  EARLY  in  May  thejunior  League  will  hold  its  an- 
Gl/ nual  conference,  this  time  in  Richmond.  To  manv 
persons  this  will  seem  an  announcement  more  appropri¬ 
ate  to  the  society  columns  than  to  a  magazine  which 
counts  nearly  three  million  readers  in  its  democracv. 
But  the  idea  that  thejunior  League  is  merely  social  is 
nonsense.  There  are  more  than  twenty-seven  thousand 
members.  The  average  yearly  dues  are  about  twelve 
dollars  and  fifty  cents;  if  the  New  York  League  were 
omitted,  the  average  for  the  other  one  hundred  and 
thirty-eight  leagues  would  be  much  lower.  The  leagues’ 

I  purpose  is:  “to  foster  interest  among  their  members  in 
[.the  social,  economic,  educational,  cultural  and  civic 
conditions  of  their  own  communities  and  to  make  effi¬ 
cient  their  volunteer  service.”  Recently  there  was  a 
conference  at  the  White  House  attended  by  women 
leaders  in  social  welfare.  A  canvass  showed  that  a  ma¬ 
jority  had  first  had  their  interest  in  this  work  stirred  bv 
their  membership  in  thejunior  League.  The  leagues 
never  accept  endowments  and  never  take  a  gift  with  a 
1  string  on  it.  Last  year  they  raised  about  half  a  million 
[dollars  by  their  own  efforts.  Such  an  organization 
[makes  a  self-respecting  unit  in  any  community. 
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LX  GIVE  a  bad  boy  some  good  books  to  read  and  the 
GK  chances  of  his  behaving  himself  will  be  much 
better.  This  is  the  conclusion  of  Justice  Panken,  who 
presides  over  a  children’s  court  in  New  York.  When 
delinquent  children  are  brought  before  him,  he  ques¬ 
tions  them  until  he  finds  out  what  they  are  interested 
in,  and  then  gives  them  several  books  upon  which  they 
have  to  make  a  report  to  him.  He  takes  good  care  not 
to  give  them  books  that  they  are  not  ready  for,  or  books 
which  are  below  them  or  remote  from  their  interests. 
He  says:  “It  is  not  advisable  to  give  a  boy  who  is  filled 
with  an  adventurous  excitement — an  excitement  that 
probably  caused  him  to  get  into  trouble — a  Pollyanna 
story.  You  have  to  give  him  an  adventure  story,  one  in 
which  he  may  find  an  outlet  for  his  adventurous  feel¬ 
ings.”  The  results  of  putting  books  into  the  hands  of 
his  young  offenders  are  that  it  occupies  their  minds, 
keeps  them  away  from  trashy  reading  matter,  makes 
them  feel  that  the  court  is  their  friend  and  interested 
in  them,  rather  than  just  a  place  of  punishment,  and 
often  opens  their  eyes  and  minds  to  new  ideas  and  new 
attitudes  toward  life. 

The  same  plan  should  work  also  in  the  home  with 
children  who  have  not  actually  got  into  trouble.  Re¬ 
member  the  poignant  comment  of  the  poet,  Elinor 
Wylie,  that  “no  child  between  the  ages  of  twelve  and 
twenty  tver  had  enough  books.” 

Good  Citiziens  on  the  Alert 

LN  DALLAS  cut  down  its  deaths  from  automobile  ac- 
ei/ cidents  by  forty-six  per  cent  in  six  months.  The 
story  of  how  this  was  done  is  described  in  a  report 
which  comes  to  us.  “Each  luncheon  club  in  the  citv 
was  asked  to  designate  a  certain  number  of  its  members, 
limited  to  leading  and  outstanding  citizens,  interested 
in  traffic  control.  The  number  thus  designated,  one  hun¬ 
dred  in  all,  were  organized  as  the  T-men,  took  the  same 
oath  of  office  taken  by  police  officers  and  were  assigned 
the  task  of  reporting  traffic  violations.  The  T-men  do 
not^ make  arrests.  "Their  identity  is  kept  secret.  Thev 
lake  their  reports  on  special  postal  cards  furnished  by 
the  city.  Each  is  given  a  number  and  the  reports  are 
signed  by  number  only.  The  owner  of  each  motor 
vehicle  involved  in  any  violation  reported  bv  a  T-man 
is  sent  a  letter  from  the  police  department  calling  atten¬ 
tion  politely  to  the  violation  reported.  All  reports  re¬ 
ceived  are  catalogued  and  filed.  They  enable  the  police 
department  to  take  note  of  repeaters,  those  who  con¬ 
tinue  to  violate  traffic  laws  regardless  of  warning.  After 
three  or  more  reports  on  the  same  vehicle  or  the  same 
driver,  he  is  specially  marked  for  arrest  and  the  police 
arrest  him  in  the  first  violation  noted.” 

This  is  an  interesting  example  of  what  the  private 
citizen  can  do  to  help  the  public  authorities  deal 
with  a  growing  problem  which  is  discussed  more  fullv 
in  the  article  on  page  y  of  this  issue.  We  Ameri¬ 
cans  are  by  tradition  curiously  inconsistent  about  the 
law.  W’e  want  a  lot  of  laws  passed  but  we  insist  on  our 
right  to  disobey.  This  often  leads  to  the  charge  that 
what  we  really  want  is  to  have  the  law  enforced  on  the 
other  fellow.  This  instinct  can  be  harnessed,  without 
setting  loose  a  lot  of  snoopers,  bv  limiting  the  job  to 
selected  and  trustworthy  citizens  as  Dallas  has  done. 
The  real  truth  of  it  is  that  we  have  been  leaving  too 
much  to  the  law.  The  good  order  of  the  communitv  is 
in  the  keeping  of  the  most  respected  citizens.  More 
alert  volunteers  and  fewer  hired  officials  would  mean  a 
better  community  life. 
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dentist  battle  about 
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SAYS 

DENTIST 


{But  the  civilized  way  to  build  firm  gums  is  IPANA  aud  MASSAGE) 


7’OU  know  any  matron  would  say:  “That  picture 
_  is  disgraceful.  I  see  no  excuse  for  such  outrageous 
nanners."  And  she's  right.There  is  no  excuse— soda/ly. 

But  your  dentist  will  retort:  “Excuse?— The  pic¬ 
ture  needs  no  excuse!  I  hope  everyone  sees  it.  More 
Vigorous,  energetic  chewing  like  that,  and  a  lot  of 
gum  troubles  would  vanish  completely.” 

Dental  science  points  out  this  fact — our  gums  need 
vork,  activity,  exercise .  .  .  and  our  modern  soft-food 
diet  does  not  give  it  to  them.  It’s  our  creamy,  well- 
tooked  foods  that  are  primarily  to  blame  for  sen¬ 


sitive,  ailing  gums — for  the  more  frequent  appear¬ 
ance  of  that  dental  warning — “pink  tooth  brush.” 

“P/nfc  Tooth  Brush”  is  a  warning 

“Pink  tooth  brush"  is  simply  a  distress  signal!  When 
you  see  it— rcf  your  dentist.  The  chances  are  rela¬ 
tively  small  that  you  are  in  for  a  serious  gum  dis¬ 
order _ but  your  dentist  should  make  the  decision. 'Usua.W'j, 

however,  it  only  means  gums  that  have-grown  tender 
and  flabby  under  our  modern  soft  food  diet— gums 
that  need  more  exercise,  more  stimulation — and  as 


your  dentist  will  so  often  advise — gums  that  need 
the  help  of  Ipana  and  massage. 

Ipana  is  especially  designed  to  benefit  your  gums 
as  well  as  clean  your  teeth.  Rub  a  little  extra  Ipana 
into  your  gums  every  time  you  brush  your  teeth. 
You'll  feel  those  lazy  gums  quicken.  You’ll  feel  new 
circulation  waken  the  tissues  and  soon  you’ll  feel  a 
new  healthy  firmness  in  the  gum  w'alls  themselves 
...  So  improve  your  good  looks.  Heighten  the  charm 
of  your  smile.  Make  a  definite  start  toward  complete 
oral  health  .  .  .  Change  to  Ipana  and  massage  today. 
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